Subject line: Protecting Ecosystems and Rural Communities from ALTO High-Speed Rail
Dear Ms. May,
I would like to begin by thanking you for your work to amend Bill C-15. On a related note, I am writing today to express my concerns about the ALTO high-speed rail project and to respectfully ask that you help ensure any decisions regarding this project safeguard the environment and reflect the long-term public interest.
While the HSR is being promoted as a low-carbon solution that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions, these claims overlook the estimated 7 to 30 megatonnes of “carbon debt” that would be generated during construction—an amount that may never be offset, particularly as electric vehicle adoption continues to increase.
The project’s green marketing also overlooks the approximately 50 MW of power that Imbleau has stated will be required per train, enough electricity to power more than 40,000 homes for a year. Meeting these energy demands would require more than 12 substations and additional infrastructure along the route, further compounding the rail line’s environmental footprint.
The HSR would also have significant ecological consequences, as the rail line would cut through regions of exceptional biodiversity, fragmenting habitats and ecosystems and disrupting wildlife migration routes. It would threaten numerous at-risk species, including the Grey Ratsnake, Blanding’s Turtle, Cerulean Warbler, and Little Brown Myotis, as well as rare plants such as the Butternut, Deerberry, and Small White Lady’s Slipper. Critical watersheds, including the Moira, Salmon, and Napanee Rivers, could be impacted, and sensitive areas such as the UNESCO-designated Frontenac Arch Biosphere and the Napanee Limestone Plain may be bisected.
I would also like to highlight the disproportionate and avoidable harm that the ALTO HSR could have on rural communities. In areas like mine, residents face potential expropriation or the prospect of living immediately beside a high-speed rail line. Roads could be cut off or turned into dead ends, affecting emergency response times and overall community connectivity. Productive, often generational farmland would be divided, with restricted access between parcels and significant constraints on moving farm equipment and livestock.
While national infrastructure projects are important, they must fully account for both ecological and human costs. I respectfully ask that you use your platform to help find a solution that achieves the greatest public good while minimizing harm.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Yours sincerely,
ADD NAME AND ADDRESS
