Subject: Proposed Changes to Canada's Major Project Review Process
To Whom It May Concern,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed changes to Canada's Major Project Review Process.
As someone who lives within one of the ALTO HSR corridor study areas, I am very concerned about what is being proposed. While I understand that ALTO is not currently designated as a Major Project under the Building Canada Act, its corporate plan indicates that this is its goal.
Although more streamlined and cost-efficient decision-making is an understandable objective, this goal should not be achieved at the expense of a balanced, evidence-based review process.
In particular, I am concerned about the following proposed changes:
· One-year federal decision – This compressed timeline may not allow sufficient time to complete the scientific and environmental studies needed to determine whether a project should proceed. It may also limit meaningful public consultation, including ensuring that Indigenous Peoples are engaged as partners in decision-making. It may not allow enough time to fully assess the impacts on individuals, communities, and ecosystems. Finally, it may reduce transparency by limiting opportunities for a full public explanation of the project's rationale, benefits, risks, and trade-offs.
· One project decision and single project authority – These changes may limit the input and discussion that support good decision-making. They may reduce opportunities for meaningful debate and careful consideration of different perspectives.
· Streamlined regulatory changes – These changes could weaken protections under the Species at Risk Act by allowing exemptions from it. This may fragment habitats, disrupt wildlife migration routes, and introduce pollutants into the environment, increasing risks to wildlife and ecosystems. In addition, streamlining the process could allow construction to begin before decision-makers and the public fully understand a project's impacts.
Major decisions require clear evidence, meaningful consultation, transparency, strong environmental safeguards, respect for Indigenous rights, careful consideration of impacts on affected communities, and public accountability. I urge the Government of Canada to ensure that efforts to accelerate major projects do not weaken these essential principles or undermine public confidence in the review process.
Sincerely,
