Dear Mr./Ms. ADD LAST NAME,
I am writing to you in your role as ADD ROLE (e.g., Minister of the Environment and Climate Change).
I was encouraged to learn that environmental impacts were among the federal government's key considerations in deciding not to proceed with the proposed expansion of Billy Bishop Airport. I hope environmental impacts will be given the same careful consideration when decisions are made about the proposed ALTO high-speed rail line.
While I support improvements to transportation infrastructure, such objectives should not come at the expense of irreplaceable ecological landscapes—nor the farms, rural communities, and residents within the chosen corridor.
Given the scale of this proposal and the sensitivity of the landscapes involved, I believe the project warrants a rigorous environmental assessment before any irreversible decisions are made.
The ALTO high-speed rail could:
· Fragment habitats and ecosystems, and disrupt wildlife migration routes
· Threaten numerous species at risk, including the Grey Ratsnake, Blanding's Turtle, Cerulean Warbler, Eastern Loggerhead Shrike, American Eel, Lake Sturgeon, Little Brown Myotis Bat, and several rare plant species
· Bisect the UNESCO-designated Frontenac Arch Biosphere, one of Canada's most important wildlife corridors
· Threaten critical watersheds, including the Moira, Salmon, and Napanee Rivers, which provide clean water and essential wildlife habitat
· Fragment the Napanee Limestone Plain, one of only five alvar grassland habitats in the world and home to many at-risk species
· Generate 7 to 30 megatonnes of "carbon debt" during construction—an amount unlikely to be offset, especially as electric vehicle adoption increases before the line is operational
· Consume "50 MW per (at-speed) train" (Imbleau), enough electricity to power roughly 40,000 Canadian homes for a year, and require the building of 12+ electrical substations and additional infrastructure along the route
· Introduce de-icing chemicals into some of Eastern Ontario's most ecologically sensitive areas
· Increase the risk of invasive species through soil disturbance, vegetation clearing, and disruption of natural drainage patterns
I respectfully ask that you advocate to ensure these environmental implications receive rigorous scrutiny throughout the decision-making process and help safeguard the protection of our irreplaceable ecosystems as decisions about the proposed rail line are made.
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Yours sincerely,
ADD NAME AND ADDRESS

