Subject: Rural Concerns Regarding ALTO

Dear ADD NAME,
As a resident of Stone Mills, Ontario, within the ALTO southern corridor, I am writing to you in your role as ADD to express my concerns about the ALTO high-speed rail project, particularly regarding the impacts it would have on rural communities like mine.
In my area, roads would likely be severed, creating dead ends and longer emergency response times, daily commutes, and school bus routes. Access to people and places in our community would be disrupted, and our local way of life would be significantly affected.
There would also be the loss or severing of productive, often generational farmland. Fields would be divided, access between parcels restricted, and the movement of farm equipment and livestock significantly constrained. Drainage patterns could be disrupted, biosecurity risks increased, and the long-term viability of affected operations undermined.
Beyond the physical footprint, prolonged uncertainty during route selection and potential construction would have serious economic consequences. Falling property values, reduced access to credit, deferred investment, and strain on farm succession planning all threaten economic stability in rural communities. The mental health toll of prolonged uncertainty should also not be underestimated.
While I support improvements to transportation infrastructure and understand the desire to move forward efficiently, such objectives should not come at the expense of the long-term sustainability of Ontario’s rural communities or our productive farmland.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
ADD NAME AND ADDRESS
