Subject: Thank you for Council’s position on ALTO
Dear Mayor, Councillors and Mr./Ms. CAO LAST NAME,
I am writing to express my gratitude to Council for unanimously supporting a motion that would prevent the Township from entering into an NDA, confidentiality agreement or similar arrangement with ALTO regarding the proposed HSR project, and that would require any future request of this nature to come before Council.
ALTO is asking municipalities to agree to keep information about the proposed project confidential, rather than limiting confidentiality to specific information that genuinely requires protection. Municipalities need to be able to discuss these matters openly with their councils, staff, residents and neighbouring municipalities.
I also greatly appreciate that Council went further by refusing ALTO access to Township-owned lands for project-related planning, surveying, testing, investigation, construction or other activities unless authorized by Council or required by law. I think this is an important additional protection for the Township and its residents.
I respectfully ask Council to carry this position forward in its dealings with ALTO, encourage other municipalities to adopt similar positions, and advocate for municipalities to be able to obtain and share the information they need without having to agree to broad confidentiality requirements.
Thank you for taking such a clear stand on transparency and for representing the best interests of Stone Mills and its residents. I would also like to thank the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and CAO for openly sharing the details of their meeting with ALTO last Tuesday. That kind of transparency is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
ADD NAME AND ADDRESS

